
 
 

The Antarctic Treaty as model of international cooperation 
 

A Message to world leaders at Copenhagen from the  
2041 International Antarctic Treaty Expedition 

 
Ushuaia, Argentina – 1 December, 2009:  2041, led by polar explorer Robert Swan OBE, has 
just returned from a 15-day expedition to the Antarctic Peninsula to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the signing of the Antarctic Treaty. Robert Swan OBE was joined by an 
international team of 47 participants from 16 nations to focus on leadership towards the strategic 
climate solutions needed to preserve our planet.i

 
 

In the prelude to the upcoming COP-15 meeting in Copenhagen, the expedition team implores 
our respective leaders to learn from the example of the Antarctic Treaty and explore how this 
policy mechanism can be used as an example of the type of international cooperation needed to 
combat our current environmental crisis.  
 
Robert Swan OBE said: “Our leaders must use the Antarctic Treaty as an example of one of the 
great success stories of the past century: nations working together for the common goal of 
protecting our planet.”    
 
The Antarctic Treaty, signed 50 years ago to the date in Washington DC, is a shining example of 
international cooperation to preserve a piece of our planet for science and peace. While the 
Antarctic region had previously been the site of much commercial and political conflict, the 
Treaty allowed nations to move past a seemingly irreconcilable disagreement in favor of a larger 
purpose and ultimate goal of preservation. Although the issues of sovereignty still remain, the 
Treaty allows nations to focus on the protection of Antarctica while simultaneously protecting 
their national interests by placing the issue of sovereignty in abeyance. 
 
Expedition participant Steven Blumenfeld, currently studying at Yale University, spoke on how 
the Antarctic Treaty can be used as an example for nations meeting at the Copenhagen 
Conference to achieve common goals: “This Treaty was a brilliant piece of legislation that built a 
platform over the conflict from which nations could work past their differences and preserve 
Antarctica for peace and science. We need to take the lessons we’ve learned here in Antarctica 
and apply those globally to rise above our differences and create a new framework for addressing 
our climate issues.” 
 
Robert Swan OBE’s yacht, 2041, will be moored in Copenhagen, and the 2041 team will be 
bringing this message to global leaders at the COP 15 conference. 



 
About 2041: 2041’s mission is to build on Robert Swan’s lifelong commitments by inspiring and educating young 
people, teachers, and business leaders on the importance of preserving Antarctica. To do this, 2041 raises 
awareness on the issue of climate change and encourages people to adopt sustainable, renewable energy practices 
so that Antarctica will never be exploited for its resources.  
 
For further information, contact Robert Swan OBE at: rswan@2041.com or visit www.2041.com  
 
 
 
                                                 
i Abdullah Alhamed, UAE; Darrin Allen, American; Steven Blumenfeld, American; Jasper Bothe, German; Craig 
Bowen, British; Deepti Chaada, Indian; Chandini Chhabra, Indian; Tom Cole, British; Adrian Cross, British; Ender 
Demilrap, Turkish; Arvind Ganti, Indian; Martin Haigh, British; Hong Hoang Minh, Vietnamese; Aaron Holdway, 
Canadian; Natalie Howard, Australian; Ayesha Huda, Indian; Eva Jacobus, American; Caroline Koiter, Dutch; 
James Koronka, British; Anantha Krishna, Indian; Tuan Le, Vietnam; John Luck, American; Esra Marvin, Finnish; 
Divya Nawale, Indian; Ivo Nederpelt, Dutch; Phong Anh Nguyen, Vietnamese, Thu Thuy Nguyen, Vietnamese; Ngan 
Nguyen, Vietnamese; Lan Anh Nguyen, Vietnamese; Kyle ODonoghue, South African; Zoe Osgood, British; Jo 
Parsons, New Zealand; Tony Piedad, British; Emily Pritchard, Australian; Jelle Rademaker, Dutch; Cheyenne Riester, 
American; Dave Ritchie, New Zealand; Jack Robert Tissot, Australian; Zach Rome, American; Tarja Ruoho, Finnish; 
Nigel Russell, Australian; Jena Saffrey, British; Joe Spedding, British; Yunwen Sun, China; Robert Swan, British; Ken 
Townsel, American; Jennifer Trujillo Obando, Colombian; Diana Vanderburg, American; Milena Vujicic, Serbian; 
Simone Wheeler, Australian; Lauren Wylie, American; Jerry Zhu, Chinese 
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